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through a tldel~nd ~rsh area, part of which has been filled in for

residential end business construetlon. Originally, the drainage basin

was covered by a stand of Ooast ~odwoo~ and other vegetation typical

for ~he area. Now, the middle section of ~oyo Oorte ~adera

Presidio and the lower portlon of Old }~IIl C~eek ~Iow through the

center of the city of ~ill V~lley; their Junction Is in the heart of

the business district. The upper portions of both streams puss ~rough

hilly, wooded end brushy te~In, over ~hlch scattered residences are

looate~o

~de~ ~el ~s~io up~e~ $o l~e ~o~lon ~th Old ~ill C~ek

except ~!I fi~. ~ ~ v~oinlty of t~Ir j~tion ~e

~d of Coast Redw~d, ~d %~ site of ~e first sa~ll in

cowry, ~O~d ~lll Creek has exeellen~ spa~i~ ~vel~, ~table for

sal~n or sea-~ steelhoad.~ The up~ po~ons of both st~e~s

cascade over b~rock a~ boulder~~ ~d son.In Good pools ~ ~lter

~or ~h of ~ai~ slze~ T~rat~s ~ ~e~rally s~table

trout ~d

In~o~tlon on s~clfle eh~acteristlcs of ~he two etre~

obtained In the co~se of the s~vey ~ h~ bee~ entered on st~

st~e~ s~vey for~ o~ the Cali~o~ia Divi~on of Fish ~d G~. For

the p~!~ses of t~s re~rt, It ~ll su~flee to ~z that on
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the flo~v of Arroyo Gorte Madera del ~°residlo was abou~ 4 second-feet

below its Junction ~Ith Old ~’~i!l Creek and one second-foot above the

junetlon, a~d that tl~ fle~ of Old 5’fill Creek ~as 1½" to ~ second-feet.

Fish present are trout of the 8teelhead-ra~.nbo~,: series. The

st~egm~ ~e heavily, fished, ~z~bably mostly by boys a~l ~Is, Si~e

the gt~ e~e para~.l~le~ By ~eags ~d ~e othe~se aeeeesib~e

vsrf close to h~a~ly ~opu!utcd ~eas, ~r~- fc~: fish ha~ a c~c~ to

~ow to a size of six incus before they ~e east.

~ Y~y ZB Nr. Shapiro told the ~iter that ye~s ass steel~ad

a~nded ~ a~, bu~ t~t la~ theF were h~r~ ~ blo~k~

~oently, he state~, ~he City of ~!I Valley h~d ~sto~d the l~er

st~ to its nat~al e~se, so that steelhead we~ ~ce ~ain able

to enter ~ely.

About ~ch ~8 ~, S~plro telep~d ~e S~ ~-ancisco ~ff!ce of

~hat st~elhead we~ then a~cen~i~ t~ ~t~. ~ stated that

fi~ h~ ~en seen ~d t~t ~~ ~ were p~nt. ~ttl~ is

~ reg~ to t~ size of ~he steelhead s~ming

It ~ be of interest to renew former co~itlens, as ~orte~ to

the Division of Fish and C~e in l~12 by ~.~den She~id~ G. S~th:

"Depth about 6 inches In s~er. The ~ll Valley stre~ s~s at

southeast ~Ige of ~t. T~ip~s, ~ t~ Eill Valley, ~d

i~to Rieha~n B~, Ssusallto. There ~e ~ d~. T~ have ~sh ladders

~md the fartD~est one has no ~adder, but t~ strsa~ ~s d~~ e~ly in

s~er above t~s one. Never has beer~ s~cked, z~ut there ~e yo~g

stcclhead fish o~.~t ~Toz: ~z:i~ str~a~:~ ,.~-~.~r~j

~t is possible that In Dasl Fears, ~ud ~rhaps even in recent times,
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Silver Salmon h~ve also utilized these str~ for spa~ni~ purposes.

The

par~%ly have now been rem~ed or op~ so as %o be passable %o up-

stre~ fish. The uppermost d~, without a ~shway, Is p~bably the one

fo~ Oasca~e R~se~olr, ~i~ ~s ~ai~d eo~lete!y w~n see~ on

Janua~ ~,

Se~ ~teelhea~ ~d other upst~ sa~s ~ ~e~d in t~ir

~a~ion at ~ral points ~ Old ~ill C~ek bel~ O~scade ~lese~ir.

~rlous!y, by ~!I na%~l falls over bedr~k.

~el P~s~o

~elZ ~iI

e~ec%ed to produce e~ensi~ ~InS of ~ood quality, ~t !east with-

out e~ensive’ stockln~ with l~ge fish. H~eve~, they po~ss water

of good quality and ~~nt flow, e~eilent sp8~ing ~as In some

sectlo~, and g~d ~ols ~d ~iter in ot~ ~eetions. Decause Of

~s e~bi~%~on of c~cte~s~lee, %~n, th~ present bo~ e e~ll~

~d e p~se.

%o %he a~rec~Ive cockily of ~iIi Valley, no% only ~om ~ ~es~he~ic

viewpoint,

~n~i~ for boys ~d ~irls, ~d ~,~ing ~ n~8~rie~ ~or s~-~

steelhea~, some of w~ioh would be taken in ~he ~inter sport fishery in
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tidewater aud in San Francisco Bay. I~ a ruu of Silve~ Salmon could

be es~ablis~d in ~he s~, ~he~ ~a~era ~oul~ also ee~e a~

seri~S for %his valuable ~o~ci~l fish~ which ]~s been badly de-

plead In central O~!ifo~i~ in ~ecen% yea~.

~ l~ ~all~ tha~ the eontr~bu~i~ aa~ by ~he~ ~

~%~ %o %~ ~dUOtiOn o~ edu!% see-~ s%eel~d ~ s~m~ oou!d

not be !~r~e, but it is t~ belief of t~ ~Ti~r .~t if e~c~,

of a~9~le size In t~ S~ F~’~oi~o ~ ~a wo~ be ~ed

~psrly, that is, de~loped %o t~ ~~ of its productive

With t~se conei~eratlens In m~d~ e~ ~h the hope t~t

stre~ ~der discussion c~u be nade ~to ex~p!es ~d ~dels of the

efficient ~n~e~nt of s~lt coastal st~ in ~a~ly popuia~e~

REOO~ATIO~

1. Remove or i~ all b~ie~s so that the strea~ can be

readily ascended by u~stream trout ~d sa~on during the

period ~ovombor 1 t~ou~h ~ey ~9, Specifically, the inclined

eonc~te apron ~der the bridge on C~seade Drl~, ~ Old ~,~ill

P~k, ~ aleo the bedrock ~al!e in 01~ ~ill O~k

~om this bridge, e~uld be l~ve~ ~n s~h a w~ as to pe~t

upstream ~ish to ~e ~ stral~t j~up ~om pool to pool. At

the present, ti~ at load-water stooges fish are forced to

by sw!~’~in~ ~b~’ou~h ~-’~-u chutes or ~ak!n~ dla~onal leaps.
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2. Retain stream-side %r~es and shrubs wherever possible, to

prevent erosion, furnish shade, an~ provide a ~e of

m~pply of insects and other fish f~ds.

~. Enc~rage observa~ of ~glins re~latlons.

~d ~isoo~ s~ angling by o~hers.

,,r. VJhon fish ~ available, ~ i~tlal p!~mts of

steel~a~, ~ Silve~ ~a~n, as foll~ws:

~i~bow: Stock I00 o~ces In upper ~oyo Oorte ~ade~ del Presidio

2,000 fo~ ~e lat~er. Scatter t~ fish ~ ~oh as possible.

~~ Stock ~00~S ~ ~yO Oorte ~de~ del P~sidlo (~lOw

J~ot~on ~ 0i~ M~ll O~ek) ~d ~50 o~Ces tn 01~ ~

~II ~ ~ s~ee~ead f~ e~ch st~. ~a~ter the

as ~ as possible.

S!!yer~$~o~: i~t~k ?SO o~ces in ~oyo Corte ~adera del l~esi~!o

I~ J~ctlon with Old Mill U~ek) ~d 7~0 o~ces ~ Old

}~ill Crock. At ~e re~e~ed s~ze of I ~sh per

%hls ~II ~ ?~0 Sil~r Sa~m for each strew.

Scatter the ~sh as ~, as ~ssi~le.

In connection ~th ~e above reco~ndatlons, it ~ be noted

~r. ~obert ~s~ube~ger, City ~er of ~Lill Valley, has e~res~d

wi!lin~ess ~n<~ desire tO cooperate in ~i~ such physical ~prove~nts

as are desiro3>!e. ~ecordins].y, a copy of ~ article on flshwsys by

Yohu~,:,e~ce..’~ ~ -~’, ~,~.Aeh .....-~’~.~.~rvd~ ~n the quarterly publication Ca!ifo~mia
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Fish aud Ga~e, is being sent to him and also to ~, Herbert

This a~ticle explains the .~rinei~les of fish~" construetio~ an~ will

serve as a ~tide in creating jumps in the inclined concz~te apron

bi~n~ t~~ bea~c~ falls ~ oia ~11 O~k ~In ~h a way as~ %0

~% upstream ~sh ~ ~e straizh% ~ps ~ pool to poo!.

At the plx~s~nt %~e t~re exls~ no ~egu!ation~ which li~it t~

augl~ng ~n cer%ain waters to boys sua g~rls uader a stated age. At
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